
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Since 2012 skate-aid has been involved with the Saharawis in the Smara refugee camp at the 
Algerian border to the Western Sahara. Initiated by some Germans participating in the 
“Saharamarathon 2012”, a skate-aid-team has finally been able to visit the refugee camp in 2014. 
During this fact-finding-mission, the team was able to talk to all parties involved and set the 
parameters for the planned future project – the realisation of an multifunctional indoor sports facility 
with skate park 
 
The situation 
The majority of the Sahrawi people live next to the Western Saharan border in Algeria. Colonial 
conflicts with Spain, Morocco and Mauretania forced the legitimate inhabitants of the Western 
Sahara to flee to the Algerian border region. Since their displacement, thousands have lived in 
tents and mud huts on a barren stretch of land where nothing grows, relying on outside help. The 
Sahrawis are mostly unknown to the world public since their suffering doesn’t happen in the media. 
Yet, surviving in the desert would be impossible if it wasn’t for the help of aid organisations. 
Several programs already exist and a basic infrastructure could be developed. Still, lack of 
perspectives and boredom determine the every-day-lives of young people who are already the 
second refugee generation to grow up in the camps. 
 
The project 
The project aims to offer kids an activity that 
brings self-confidence and hope into their 
joyless daily routines. Together with the 
schools on site and the Frente Polisario, the 
exile government of the Sahrawis, we are 
planning a sports and skateboard facility. 
Depending on the needs and wishes of the 
local population it can be extended by a 
play structure or a communal gathering 
place. As a result of the fact finding mission 
in 2014 the construction of an indoor sports 
facility has been determined in order to also 
increase and support women’s activities in 
sport. Furthermore, taking the harsh 
weather conditions into account, an indoor 
facility will last longer than an outdoor 
concrete structure. The indoor facility will be 
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created with a multifunctional character in order to maximise its use for the public. Besides a 
skateboard park, the building will facilitate other sporting activities such as climbing, basketball, 
volleyball, badminton and soccer. 
 
It is the goal of this project to create a more lively daily routine for the kids and teenagers and 
accompany them on their way to becoming responsible adults. A skate-aid activist will train the 
kids at first and instruct some of them to become skateboard coaches themselves. We intend to 
establish a club structure to organize the training but also other leisure activities in the future. This 
will also help educate the teenagers’ understanding of democratic concepts.  
 
During the construction process, the local youth and children will be involved through ramp-building 
workshops where they learn how to handle different tools, materials and machinery. From the very 
beginning, the Sahrawis as well as children and youth will be involved in the park’s planning and 
construction in order to strengthen local support and create ownership. The goal is to hand over 
management and administration of the facility entirely to the Sahrawi people in the long run. 
Through in-kind and cash donations skate-aid will provide the students with skateboard equipment 
and will check on the project’s sustainability on a regular basis.  
 
About skate-aid 
skate-aid realizes sport-oriented youth and developmental projects all around the world. We use 
skateboarding as an instrument to bring meaning, identity and hope to marginalised children living 
in war zones, crisis regions, social hotspots and slums. In addition we develop and realize 
educational framework programs in close cooperation with our project partners. 
 
Your support 
We are currently seeking support from construction companies operating in Northern Africa which 
might be interested in becoming involved. Since the whole project is connected to the renowned 
“Saharamarathon”, extensive international media coverage can be guaranteed with the realisation 
of the project. The involvement in such a widely-spreading and sustainable project offers a great 
opportunity to companies to enhance and visualize their Corporate Social Responsibility in the 
region as well as worldwide. 
 
Support the project with your financial contribution 
 
Account holder  skate-aid e.V. München 
Account number  55 17 39 
Bank routing number  400 501 50 
Bank    Sparkasse Münsterland Ost 
Reference   SAHARA 
IBAN    DE57 400 501 50 0000 55 17 39 
SWIFT-BIC   WELADED1MST 
Creditor ID   DE90ZZZ00001002590 
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