
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2014 the NGO skate-aid is going to focus on the Sahrawis, the forgotten refugees in the 
Western Sahara. The goal is to enable kids and teenagers to find meaningful leisure activities and 
provide them with an alternative to their bleak every day lives. To this end skate-aid is going to 
build a multifunctional skate park in cooperation with the residents and maintain it in the long run. 
And you can help us do this! 
 
What we do 
skate-aid realizes sport-oriented youth and developmental projects all around the world. We use 
the skateboard as an instrument to bring meaning, identity and hope to war, crisis and slum 
regions where we build sports and skateboard facilities. In addition we develop and realize 
educational framework programs in close cooperation with our project partners. 
 
The situation 
The majority of the Sahrawi people live right at the Western Saharan border in Algeria. Colonial 
conflicts with Spain, Morocco and Mauretania forced the legitimate inhabitants of the Western 
Sahara to flee to the Algerian border region. Since their displacement, thousands have lived in 
tents and mud huts on a barren stretch of land where nothing grows, relying on outside help. The 
Sahrawis are mostly unknown to the world public since their suffering doesn’t happen in the 
media. Yet, surviving in the desert would be impossible if it wasn’t for the help of aid 
organisations. Several programs already exist and a basic infrastructure could be developed. Still, 
lack of perspectives and boredom determine the every day lives of young people who are already 
the second refugee generation to grow up in the camps.  
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If you want to support this project, just name the 
project Sahara in the reference. Donation receipt 
requested? Please send your full mailing address 
to info@skate-aid.org. Our guarantee: all 
donations are going directly into our projects. 
 
We appreciate your support! 

 
 
The project 
This is exactly where skate-aid comes in in 2014. Originally planned for 2013, the implementation 
had to be postponed due to the difficult security situation. By means of the skateboard we now 
want to offer the kids an activity that brings self-confidence and hope into their joyless daily 
routines. Together with the schools on site and the Frente Polisario, the exile government of the 
Sahrawis, we are planning a sports and skateboard facility. Depending on the needs and wishes 
of the local population it can be extended by a play structure or a communal gathering place. 
 
It is the goal of this project to create a more lively daily routine for the kids and teenagers and 
accompany them on their way to becoming responsible adults. A skate-aid activist will train the 
kids at first and instruct some of them to become skateboard coaches themselves. We intend to 
establish a club structure to organize the training but also other leisure activities in the future. This 
will also help educate the teenagers’ understanding of democratic concepts.  
 
Ramp-building workshops where the kids get to hammer, screw and design, enhance the 
teenagers’ manual and creative skills. Afterwards, the ramps can be set up in other parts of the 
refugee camp. Qualified teenagers will self-dependently be in charge of the training. Thus we 
promote confidence and assurance and guarantee the project’s sustainability. From the very 
beginning, the Sahrawis will be involved in the park’s planning and construction in order to 
strengthen local support. The goal is to hand over management and administration of the facility 
entirely to the Sahrawi people in the long run. Through in-kind and cash donations skate-aid will 
provide the students with skateboard equipment and will check on the project’s sustainability on a 
regular basis.  
This is how we want to achieve what should but often can’t be taken for granted: let kids have a 
real childhood, with fun, energy and balance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

rich or poor: skateboarding connects Please help us! 
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